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Career Profile 
 

• A dedicated researcher and internationally published academic with a specialisation in Military Suicide and 
Institutional Mental Health, Media and Social Communication, Gender, Power and Agency, and Military Medicine.    

• Extensive academic and professional research experience within several organisations including: The University of 
Strathclyde, The Scottish Parliament, National Library of Scotland, and Glasgow Museums. 

• Several articles published in the media including pieces in Time Magazine, The Independent, and The Conversation. 
• Currently researching and publishing on British Military mental health and suicide 1914-2018.  Also currently 

publishing a monograph with Bloomsbury Publishing on physical and psychological indoctrination, and abuse within 
the British Army in the First World War. 

• Currently engaging with and supporting several military charities, veteran’s associations, and the British Army.  As well 
as administrating the Military and Institutional Mental Health History Network. 

 

Education 
 

Ph.D. in Medical Military History and Sociology,  The University of Strathclyde,                  October 2014 – January 2018 
 

Thesis Title – ‘‘A Different Existence Altogether” Creating, Conditioning and Controlling British Soldiers Bodies in the 
First World War 
 

• Research focused on nineteenth and twentieth-century military history with thematic investigations of socialised 
military indoctrination, gender dynamics and masculinity, mental and physical health, and media presentation. 

• Utilised quantitative and qualitative research methods to analyse men’s transformation into soldiers during war. 
• Produced a 90,000-word original research-based dissertation with companion publications and public engagement. 
 

MSc in Health History (Merit) University of Strathclyde, Glasgow    October 2013 - September 2014 
Dissertation Focused on Military History, Agency, and Inoculation     
 

 
BA Honours in History (1st Class) - University of Strathclyde, Glasgow                              October 2009 - September 2013 
 

Academic Publications 
 

Published  
 
 

Chapters 
• Walker, S. ‘Silent Voices: British Soldier Suicides in the First World War.’ Da Silver, H. (ed.) Hecatombs of War, (Stern: 

Peter Lang, 2019), pp.25-55.  
Articles 
• Walker S. ‘The Greater Good: Agency and Inoculation in the British Army 1914-1918’ Canadian Bulletin of Medical 

History, Volume 36.1 (2019), pp. 131–157.  
• Walker, S. ‘Saving Bodies and Souls - To what extent were Army Chaplains an Important part of Medical Care in the 

First World War?’, Postgraduate Journal of Medical Humanities, 3 (2016): pp 24-38. 
• Walker, S.   ‘Book Review of M. McCrea, Sir John Pringle.’, Journal of Scottish Historical Studies, Volume 36. 1, (April, 

2016), pp.108-110. 
 
In Progress  
 

Monographs 
• Walker S. Physical Control, Transformation, and Damage in the First World War: War Bodies (London, Bloomsbury, 

2020). 
 

Chapters 
• Walker S. 'Dark Gods: Dark Gods: Societal Reflections and the Red Son in the 21st Century' in J. Darowski (ed.) 

Adapting Superman: Essays on the Man of Steel in a Transmedia Context (USA: McFarland and Company, 2020) - 
(Suitable for REF). 
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Articles 
• Walker S. 'Synthesizing Super Soldiers' Pulse: The Journal of Science and Culture (2019). 
• Walker S. 'The Greater Good: The Physical Cost of Offensive Weapon Development and Usage For The British Tommie 

During The First World War. War and Society (2020) - (Suitable for REF)  
• Walker S. 'The Greater Good: Defensive Technology and The Socio-Political Worth of Soldier Safety in the Great War' 

BMHJ, (2020) - (Suitable for REF)  
• Walker S, and B. Sanderson, 'Going Beyond Equality' Defending Fair Access in Practice and Evaluation', Journal of 

Widening Participation and Lifelong Learning (2020).  (Currently under development and second stage review) 
• Walker S. 'Private Potter and the Magic Trench: Superstition, Entertainment, and Strategy in the First World War' 

Journal of War and Culture Studies (2021). (Currently under development and first stage review) 
 
Awards 
 

• Nominated for several Teaching Excellent Awards: including ‘Most Supportive Teacher Award’, ‘Most Innovative 
Teacher Award’, and ‘Most Enthusiastic Teacher Award’)                2017- 2019 

• Awarded Internal Professional Research Grant (£2000) by the Strathclyde Careers Service                          May 2018 
• Awarded AHRC Internship Award (£4000) to act as a researcher for the Scottish Parliament            April 2017 
• Awarded an ESRC Ph.D. Studentship (£56,985) by the Economic and Social Research Council             June 2014 
• Awarded a Wellcome Trust Masters studentship (£21,000) by the Wellcome Trust.              June 2013 
• Awarded the Thomas Telford Prize (£150) for best Honours performance in History.                        June 2013 
• Awarded ‘Best Undergraduate’ Award in History                  June 2010 
 

Research Experience: 
 

Researcher /Co-ordinator/ Editor - History of Health and Healthcare School Engagement Project          May 2015 – Current 
• Researched and published media articles while managing the project website utilising creative and technical skills. 
• Engaged with schools, universities and international cohorts to create a successful school engagement platform. 
• Utilised teaching, presentation, and research skills to create and deliver a program of historically based lessons in local 

Glasgow schools focused on source analysis and historiography.  
• www.journeysthroughhealthhistory.com  
 
Researcher / Events Manager – The Scottish Parliament     April 2017 - October 2017 / December 2018 – Current 
 

• Utilised effective research and organisational skills to provide key information for a series of semi-permeant 
exhibitions to be held within the Scottish Parliament.   

• Worked collaboratively with museums, libraries, archives, digital repositories, and international specialists to provide 
images, physical ephemera, oral histories, and historical transcripts. 

• Used writing and editing skills to prepare written excerpts and press releases for display as part of the exhibition and 
online publication. 

• Project managed the research and event coordination for the 2017 Festival of Politics working closely with 
politicians, celebrities, academics, and professional, while designing panels, online marketing campaigns, 

• Researched key materials for panel discussion points, evidence, and speaker notes for nearly 30 topics including: 
o Mental health in Scotland,  
o Political history and the development of the Scottish Parliament, 
o Impact of narcotics on rave and health in the 1990s.  This exciting position allowed me to work closely with 

politicians, celebrities, academics, and professionals while designing panels, online marketing campaigns and 
extensively researching topics to create panel discussion points, back up evidence, and establish potential 
speakers. 
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Researcher / Presenter - Feeding Under Fire Public Engagement Project                                  January 2016 – January 2019 
 

• Required to research and create content for presentation as part of an innovative knowledge exchange focused First 
World War military historical cookery YouTube series.  

• Employed public engagement skills, marketing abilities, alongside academic presentation and writing skills to create 
episodes focusing on separate thematic elements in military food and diet history. 

• Currently, this series has over 7000 views and been featured in classes in several international universities and 
educational organisations around the world.  

• www.youtube.com/c/feedingunderfire  
 

Researcher / Curator – Beyond Epilepsy Exhibition           January 2016 – January 2018 
 

• Researched, designed and coordinated a collaborative project between academics and artists to focus on the history 
of mental health and treatment in the ninetieth and twentieth century. 

• Worked closely with Glasgow Caledonian University and the Glasgow School of Art developed a successful temporary 
art installation in Glasgow with accompanying media engagement. 

• Utilised excellent writing and research skills combined with detailed knowledge of the history of mental health.  
• www.borderlandofepilepsy.com  

 

Project Co-ordinator/ Researcher University of Strathclyde – Careers Service               May 2013 – August 2013 
 

• Researched and reported on potential changes to the resource services within the University of Strathclyde Careers 
Service.  

• Instrumental in planning an overhaul of physical resources available and a redesign of the careers library.  Used 
planning, report writing, and presentation skills to bring the project to a successful conclusion. 
 
 

Researcher – Glasgow Museums / University of Strathclyde       October 2012 – December 2012 
 

• Researched several exhibits for future exhibitions by conducting archival and oral history research. 
• This role included interviewing for oral histories, analysing transcripts and archival records, completing analytical 

reports, and writing brief summaries for later publication.   
• This role allowed enabled me to return to the GRMC recently to support an upcoming exhibition.   

 
 

Researcher (Intern) - National Library of Scotland                    July 2012 – August 2012 
 

• This internship required extensive investigative and organisational skills as I was required to work through a hundred 
years of sanitation reports in British India.  

• Vital to use source consideration combined with broader public knowledge to create a comprehensive historical 
report for publication and curation.  https://digital.nls.uk/indiapapers/vaccination.html  

 

Relevant Teaching and Professional Experience: 
 

Lecturer / Tutor / Dissertation Supervisor– France and War / Cold War Europe / Modern Europe / Medicine and War / 
Introduction to History/ Disease and Society / Empire and India/ Madness and Society/ Sex and Society/ Dangerous 
Drugs - University of Strathclyde,                      October 2015 – Current  
 

• Delivers a range of established teaching modules, conduct formal lectures, and guiding academic debate. 
• Designed and implemented student assessments while demonstrating patience and innovatively explaining complex 

issues during supportive and engaging student sessions. 
• Researched and incorporated new pedagogical approaches and designed innovatively tailored teaching materials 

while introducing students to a wide array of complex historical themes. 
 

School Partnership Officer – FOCUS West               May 2018 – Current  

• Researching new pedagogical approaches for widening access engagement whilst mentoring and supporting pupils in 
areas of mass deprivation within over 60 Scottish schools.  

• Uses client negotiation, creative, and engaging skills to develop relationships with schools and companion services. 
• Role demands detailed knowledge of the changes and history of education and the challenges associated with 

widening access is essential within this role.  
• Regularly present research in widening access at conferences and events as well as preparing papers for publication 
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Journalism and Knowledge Exchange 
 
• “A Deadly Affair: Brexit’s Lost Lives” The Guardian (2019), https://www.theguardian.com/uk (Awaiting Publication)  
• “If We Want to Address the Crisis of Veteran Suicide, We Must Acknowledge Its History” Time Magazine (2019), 

https://time.com/5670036/veteran-suicide-history/ 
• “Your Country Still Needs You: Why The British Army Is Running The Same Old Campaign A Century After WWI”, The 

Conversation (2019), https://theconversation.com/your-country-still-needs-you-why-the-british-army-is-running-the-
same-old-campaign-a-century-after-wwi-122755  

• “The Overwhelming Number Of Suicidal Military Members, and The Neglect They Face”, The Independent (2019), 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/military-mental-healthsuicide-veterans-ptsd-war-mod-a8987746.html  

• “We Need to Talk about Military Suicide”, The Conversation (2019), https://theconversation.com/we-need-to-talk-
about-suicide-in-the-military-119219  

• “Scottish Military Suicide”, UTP Journals (2019), http://blog.utpjournals.com/2019/07/08/scottish-military-suicide-
long-twentieth-century/   

• “Out in the Cold”, Curating History (2019), https://simonhwalker.com/2019/05/16/out-in-the-coldscottish-military-
suicide-1914-2018/  

 
Public Engagement and Digital Presentation Profile 
 
• Feeding Under Fire – YouTube knowledge exchange and public engagement program 

https://www.youtube.com/c/feedingunderfire (Viewed over 7000 times)  
• Researcher, teacher and content editor for the Strathclyde School Project 

https://journeysthroughhealthhistory.com/ 
• Co-organised, researched and implemented The Beyond Epilepsy project - https://borderlandofepilepsy.com/ 
• Adventures in Academia – Research Blog - https://simonhwalker.wordpress.com/ 
• Contributor the Central Michigan University history Blog - https://www.recollectionhistory.com/ 
• Contributor to Gateways to the First World War - http://www.gatewaysfww.org.uk/ 
• Contributor to the Recipe Project - https://recipes.hypotheses.org/about 
• Contributor to the 2016 Southside Fringe https://www.southsidefringe.com/ 
• Govanhill Public Baths project http://www.govanhillbaths.com/archive/the-archivists-blog/ 
• Contributor, researcher and speaker for the Digging In First World War recreation project. 

http://diggingin.co.uk/ 
• Contributor and guest speaker to Glasgow Heritage Health in Glasgow Event 2017. 

http://www.glasgowheritage.org.uk/heritage-health/ 
• Contributor and Guest Speaker at Deveron Project: Pacifists of Peace Event 2017. 

https://www.deveron-projects.com/events/practices-peace/ 
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